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POINTS OF INTEREST
(GPS coordinates shown in decimal degrees)

COMMEMORATIVE MISSION
31.5482°     -95.2398°

Built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 
1934, this building commemorates the 
original 1690s Spanish mission from which 
the park takes its name.  

RICE FAMILY LOG HOME
31.5428°     -95.2329°

Constructed by Joseph Rice beginning in 
1828, this family home received several 
additions later in the 19th century. It was 
donated and moved to the park from its 
original location in 1973.

CCC BATHTUBS
 31.5447°     -95.2311°

This mysterious feature has long been called 
the CCC bathtubs, but we don't know who 
really built it or why. The CCC camp was a 
fully equipped barracks a mile away, so it 
wasn't needed for bathing. Perhaps the CCC 
or someone else built it as decoration. 

EL CAMINO REAL
31.5519°     -95.2395°

Beginning in the 1690s, Spain built a great 
road system extending from Mexico all the 
way to Louisana. Remnants of this Royal 
Road can be seen in the park today.

FIRE TOWER HILL
 31.5442°     -95.2345°

During the 1930s, a fire watch tower 
occupied this location. Early warning 
observers used it to spot fires before they 
got out of control and did severe damage to 
the forest. 

SENTRY PINE
 31.5475°     -95.2340°

One of the tallest and oldest trees in the 
park, the Sentry Pine bears silent witness 
to over a century of change.  If only it 
could speak.
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NOTES: 
An entrance permit is required for all visitors 
to the park. Visit the park headquarters at the main 
entrance off State Highway 21.

All trails are hiking and biking unless otherwise indicated.  

Contour intervals are 10 feet. Trail lengths are in miles. 

Elevation levels are in feet.

No claims are made to the accuracy of the data or its suitability to a particular use.

Map compiled by Texas State Parks staff.

© 2024 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department    PWD MP P4508-0037J (7/24)
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Mission Tejas State Park
For assistance using this map, contact the park. For a web version of the map text, visit our Trails Information page.

A forest full of history
From hiking through an upland pine forest to hardwood bottomlands to 

exploring a rich cultural history or staying the night, Mission Tejas offers 

something for everyone. Adventure, discovery, and relaxation await. 

TRAIL

KARL LOVETT 
TRAIL

DISTANCE

0.5 mi.

TIME

30 min.

DIFFICULTY

Moderate

�DESCRIPTION

A moderate journey that takes you to many of 
the park’s historic features.

STEEP RAVINE 
TRAIL

2.4 mi. 90 min. Challenging Taking this challenging hike will allow you to 
build fitness and explore the wilds of the park.

HARDWOOD TRAIL 0.5 mi. 30 min. Moderate A moderate hike in some of the lower lying 
and ecologically diverse areas of the park.

OLEN MATCHETT 
TRAIL

0.5 mi. 45 min.   Challenging A short but steep and challenging trek through 
forest highlands.

CCC BATHTUB 
TRAIL

0.1 mi. 10 min. Easy A quick trip to visit this mysterious rock 
feature.

TEJAS TIMBER 
TRAIL

0.5 mi. 20 min. Easy This easy walk takes you around the pond and 
past several outdoor exhibits.

NABEDACHE LOOP 1.1 mi. 45 min. Moderate This moderately easy and invigorating walk in 
the woods takes you past the remnants of the 
El Camino Real.

CHIMNEY LOOP 0.9 mi. 45 min. Challenging This challenging hike takes you up hills and 
under a great canopy of pines. 

BIG PINE TRAIL 0.6 mi. 45 min. Challenging A challenging trip that connects you to many 
other trails within the heart of the pine forest.

WECHES RUN 0.4 mi. 20 min. Moderate This moderate, relatively short trail takes you 
from pineywoods uplands to the bottomland 
hardwoods of San Pedro Creek.

LIGHTNING TRAIL 0.2 mi. 15 min. Easy Wind through the pines on this easy trail and 
see one of the oldest pines in the park.

SAN PEDRO SPUR 0.2 mi. 10 min. Easy This easy walk connects you to the Nabedache 
Loop and the remnants of El Camino Real de 
los Tejas.

PRIMITIVE LOOP 0.8 mi. 35 min. Easy An easy trek through a developing pine 
savannah with connections to the Hardwood 
Trail and the Steep Ravine Trail.

Gray Fox

STAYING SAFE
KNOW YOUR LIMITS.  Prepare for sun and heat. Wear sunscreen, insect repellent and appropriate 

clothing/hiking shoes. 

DRINK PLENTY OF WATER.  Your body quickly loses fluids when you’re on the trail. Bring a quart (32 

oz.) of water per hour of activity. Bringing your furry friend? Don’t forget water for them, too!

TELL OTHERS WHERE YOU’LL BE.  If possible, avoid exploring 

alone. Tell someone where you are going and when you plan to return.

WEAR A HELMET WHEN BIKING.  Always ride to your skill level. 

Wear a helmet to protect yourself in case of a crash.

YOU MAY NOT BE ABLE TO CONNECT. It’s a good idea to take along 

a cell phone and GPS unit, but don’t count on them. 

POTENTIALLY HARMFUL PLANTS AND ANIMALS LIVE HERE.  
You’ll see them more easily if you stay on the trails.  

TRAIL ETIQUETTE
Trash your trash.  Keep the park natural. Pack out all of your trash and Leave No Trace. 

Leave feeding to nature.  Feeding wild animals will make them sick and more likely to harm people.

Don’t Pocket The Past. Help preserve Texas heritage.  Leave artifacts where you find them and report
their location to a ranger.  

 

Take only memories and pictures. Help preserve nature. Leave all plants and animals in the park. 

Keep pets on leashes for their safety, and to protect wildlife.

Use only your muscles. To protect park resources, no motor vehicles are allowed on the trails. FOR EMERGENCIES, PLEASE CALL 9-1-1.

https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/mission-tejas/trails-info

